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AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action dated December 8, 2003, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

□ Amendments to the Specification begin on page of this paper. 

^ Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 
2 of this paper. 

□ Amendments to the Drawings begin on page of this paper and include an 
attached replacement sheet(s). 

^ Amendments to the Abstract are on page 6 of this paper. A clean version of the 
Abstract is on page 9 of this paper. 

[3 Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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Amendment/Reply 

I I After Final 
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Extension of Time Request 

Express Abandonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statement 
Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

I I Response to Missing Parts under 
37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ Drawing(s) 

I I Licensing-related Papers 
I I Petition 

I I Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

I I Power of Attorney, Revocation, 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

^ Terminal Disclaimer 

I I Request for Refund 

□ CD, Number of CD(s) 
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to Group 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION / MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 on this date: 



April 2, 2004 



Name (Print/Type) 



Signature 



Benjamin E. Leace 




Date 



April 2, 2004 



This collection of information is required by 37 (/F|R 1 .5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and s&lfmitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450. 
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 



S Check □ Credit Card □ Money □ Other □ None 
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Deposit 
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Deposit 
Account 
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18-0350 
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The Commissioner is authorized to: (check all that apply) 

□ Charge fee(s) indicated below 
S Credit any overpayments 

S Charge any additional fee(s) during the pendency of this application 

□ Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee to the 
above-identified deposit account. 



FEE CALCULATION 



BASIC FILING FEE 
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Small Entity 
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Provisional filling fee 
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2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILITY AND REISSUE 
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Total Claims 
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Fee 
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18 
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86 


2201 43 
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290 


2203 145 
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86 


2204 43 


1205 


18 


2205 9 



Fee Description 

Claims in excess of 20 
Independent claims in excess of 3 
Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 
** Reissue independent claims over 
original patent 

** Reissue claims in excess of 20 and 
over original patent 
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**or number previously paid, if greater; For Reissues, see above 
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DO 
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1052 


50 


2052 


25 


Surcharge - late provisional filing fee or 
cover sheet. 


1053 
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1053 
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Non-English specification 
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50 
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385 
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CFR § 1.129(a)) 
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application 
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